ABRAM HATCH, PERMELIA 
JANE LOTT. HATCH AND 
RUTH WOOLLEY HATCH 


Abram Hatch was born January 3, 1830, 
in Vermont, son of Hezekiah and Aldura 
Sumner Hatch. He married Permelia Jane 
Lott in 1852 at Lehi. She was born Octo- 
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ber 2, 1832, in Susquehanna County, Penn- 
sylvania, daughter of Cornelius and Per- 
melia Darrow Lott. She died December 2, 
1880, leaving two sons, Joseph and A. Ca 
and three daughters, Minnie, Jane and Lacy. 
Two other children, Charles and John, died 
in infancy. Married Ruth Woolley in 1882. 
She was a daughter of Bishop Edwin Wool- 
ley of Salt Lake City, and was 25 at the 
time of marriage. She was the mother of 
six children, Mary Ann, LaPrele, Edwin D., 
Vermont, Aldura and Luacine. 

Abram Hatch, first stake president of 
Wasatch Stake, was a grandson of a Revo- 
lutionary War veteran, Jeremiah Hatch, 
who came to Plymouth Rock in 1760. His 
mother died while he was a boy, and his 
father died in 1841. Abram, with his two 
brothers and two sisters, Jeremiah, Lorenzo, 
Adeline and Elizabeth, moved to Illinois to 
live with grandparents. The children were 
left considerable money by their father, 
but it was entrusted to an uncle who used 
it for himself, leaving the youngsters to 
do for themselves. Abram had always de- 
sired an education, but it was not possible 
for him to obtain it. When his grandpar- 
ents died he became a cabin boy on a Mis- 
sissippi River boat, and later cut cordwood 
for a living. He worked as an apprentice 
in a store and learned merchandising. He 
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came to Utah in 1850, and was married to 
Permelia Lott in Lehi in 1852. They built 
a cabin by Utah Lake and started a farm 
and small merchandise business in Lehi. 
He also hauled freight and brought com- 
panics of immigrants back to Utah, making 
11 trips across the plains. In 1861 he was 
called on a mission to England, leaving 
his wife and youngsters at home. His wife 
managed the farm, store and also ran 
freight teams to the Missouri River to ob- 
tain the needed supplies. She sold provisions 
to Johnston's Army. When her husband's 
mission was completed she was able to 
send him $10,000 in gold dust to tour Eu- 
rope and return home. He used most of the 
money to purchase merchandise enroute 
home. He bought a threshing machine, the 
first to come to Utah, and also stocks for 
the store. T'wo years after his return he was 
called by President Brigham Young to move 
to Heber and serve as bishop of the ward. 
He later became the first stake president 
and served 33 years in that position. Active 
in civic affairs, he was probate judge six 
years and served in the territorial legis- 
Jature 23 years, authoring many worthwhile 
pieces of legislation. He also established a 
fine merchandising business in Heber and 
was known as a farmer and banker. His 
first home in Heber was built on the cor- 
ner of First North and Main. He later built 
a large sandstone home east of his mercan- 
tile business. His first wife died at the age 
of 48 and was buried according to her 
wishes, in Lehi, by the graves of two small 
sons. He married Ruth Woolley in 1882. 
She was then 25 years old, and bore him six 
children, four daughters and two sons. She 
was a lovely, talented young lady, with a 
fine singing voice, and was a great help to 
him as he grew older. He died in Heber on 
December 2, 1911, and was buried in Heber 
City Cemetery. It was his wish that he be 
buried in the county he had helped build and 
where he had lived so long. 7 
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ABRAM HATCH 
Successful merchant and business leader. 


on Fourth North. Continuing success found him moving to a Main 
Street location which is now occupied by the Hi-Way Motel. 

The store became commonly known as “Mark's Store.” Mr. Jeffs 
promoted the use of his own medium of exchange. He made coins of 
tin in various denominations which he exchanged for the hay, grain, eggs 
or any other produce that customers brought in. One side of the coins 
bore the inscription, “Mark Jeffs, October, 1897, Heber, Utah.” On the 
other side was inscribed “Good for (the value of the coin) in merchan- 
dise.” Similar coins or "scrip" as it became known was also used later 
at the Heber Mercantile Company. 

In 1903 Mr. Jeffs was called as a missionary for the Church to Eng- 
land. He left Joseph A. Rasband in charge of the store and his other 
business interests. When he returned from England, Mr. Jeffs sold the 
store in a newly organized company known as the Heber Mercantile 
Company. He retained half interest in the new business and acted as 
manager for a short time and then president of the company. The new 
venture had a capital stock of $15,000 when it was formed. 

A new building was constructed to house the Heber Merc, and 
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MARK JEFFS 
x One of Heber's early merchants. 


‘Joseph A. Rasband became store manager. The Consolidated Wagon 
and Machine Company occupied space in the south end of the new 
building. On the upper story there were a variety of tenants. The 
Wasatch High School met there for several years, there were offices 
of professional men and the county public welfare office and the library 
occupied space at various times. 

In 1936 an explosion in the building's furnace caused a fire that 
spread rapidly through the building, destroying completely the store 
and the library and the U.S. Forest Service office and Welfare office 
on the second floor. After the fire the company was reorganized and a 
smaller building was reconstructed. Charles DeGraff became manager 
of the store, which was later sold to Engman Bond. At the present time 
most of the building is leased by Safeway and the remaining part houses 
Christensen’s Dry Goods Store. 

In 1916, A. Hatch and Company became known as the Heber City 
Exchange. Managers of the store after Joseph Hatch included Ludvig 
Anderson, William L. Turner, John A. Anderson, Ray Mahoney and 


